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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the name of the Palaearctic 
grassfly Chlorops meigenii Loew, 1866 (family CHLOROPIDAE). This is a junior primary 
homonym of C. meigenii Fallén, 1823, but Fallén’s name has been treated as a junior 
synonym of Cerodontha denticornis (Panzer, 1806; AGROMYZIDAE) since 1830 and the 
case is referred under Article 23.9.5 of the Code. 
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1. Chlorops meigenii was described by Loew (1866, p. 43), and the name has since 
been used in many papers for a rather common and widely distributed Palaearctic 
species of grassfly belonging to the genus Chlorops Meigen, 1803 (family CHLOROP- 
IDAE). Some selected references are Duda (1932-33, p. 185), Zuska (1960, p. 395), 
Nartshuk, Smirnov & Fedoseeva (1970, p. 437), Smirnov & Fedoseeva (1976, 
p. 1672), Dély-Draskovits (1978, p. 30), Beschovski (1980, p. 21) and Kanmiya (1983, 
p. 314). 

2. Tschirnhaus (1989, p. 296) noted that Chlorops meigenii Loew, 1866 is a junior 
primary homonym of C. meigenii Fallen, 1823 (p. 9). C. meigenii Fallén is a member 
of the AGROMYZIDAE, and ever since Meigen (1830, p. 175) has been treated as a junior 
synonym of Cerodontha denticornis (Panzer, 1806, tab. 22). 

3. Because of its primary homonymy with C. meigenii Fallén the name C. meigenii 
Loew was permanently invalid under the provisions of the 3rd edition (1985) of the 
Code, and accordingly Tschirnhaus (1989) introduced its subjective synonym 
Chlorops rufescens Oldenberg, 1923 (p. 313; originally described as a variety of 
C. nasutus (Schrank, 1781)) as a substitute name. However, C. rufescens Oldenberg 
is itself a Junior primary homonym (of C. rufescens Coquillett, 1910, a widely 
distributed Nearctic species) and so cannot be used as valid. No other synonyms of 
C. meigenii Loew are known. 

4. C. meigenii Loew, 1866 and C. meigenii Fallén, 1823 have not been considered 
as congeneric since the early 19th-century and, as mentioned in para. 2 above, 
Fallén’s name has not been used as valid since 1830. Under Article 23.9.5 of the 
current Code the case should be referred to the Commission and usage of C. meigenii 
Loew is to be maintained. 

5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 


Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 58(4) December 2001 287 


(1) to use its plenary power to rule that the specific name of Chlorops meigenii 
Loew, 1866 is not invalid by reason of being a junior primary homonym of 
Chlorops meigenii Fallén, 1823; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name meigenii 
Loew, 1866, as published in the binomen Chlorops meigenii (not invalid by the 
ruling in (1) above). 
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